Essex 1st Team – ICC Premier A Division 

Report on the second Premier ‘A’ weekend held at the National Badminton Centre, 

Milton Keynes 15th / 16th December 2007.
We started the second Premier A weekend at the top of the table jointly with Yorkshire, which was the result of a great first weekend up in Nottingham.  Unfortunately, we started the second weekend without Tracey Dineen and Karina Bryant due to illness and Caroline Westley, who was flying back from Italy in order to join us for the afternoon match.  Caroline Felton and Alison Pearson were able to replace our missing players.
Our first match pitched us against Worcestershire, who had wheeled out Simon Archer for the task! Our singles players gave us a 3-1 lead going into the doubles (thanks to Danny, Joel and Sarah). We split the doubles two a piece, winning both men's and losing both ladies - both pairs of James and Peter; and Andy and Joel continuing their 100% record from the first weekend. At 5-3, we concentrated on the mixed doubles. Following good displays from Peter and Alison; and Andy and Paula, we won both in straight sets to result in a convincing 7-3 victory.  Elsewhere in the hall, Yorkshire were playing Hampshire and managed an 8-2 win only losing both ladies singles.  After the morning's match Essex were one point behind Yorkshire, but five points ahead of third placed Warwickshire. 
In the afternoon, we played Surrey.  Danny had a formidable opponent in Ben Beckman, who was in high spirits after beating Nathan Rice in style earlier on in the day.  Danny gave his best, but Ben got the better of him in straight sets.  Joel and Sarah won their singles in three sets (Sarah taking the third against Wendy Taylor 23-21 in the final set).  At two a piece after the singles, our men's doubles players continued their fantastic record to win both games in three sets. Peter and James were in excellent form to beat Chris Langridge and Steven Higgins, whilst Andy and Joel had a good win over Ben Beckman and Max Gardner.  Both Caroline and Sarah; and Paula and Alison won their ladies doubles convincingly in straight sets leaving us 6-2 with the mixed to play.  Langridge was just too quick in the mixed and Peter and Alison missed out in two, however, James and Caroline W came through in their mixed to win in straight sets.  Another 7-3.  Elsewhere, Yorkshire sneaked another 8-2, this time against Warwickshire.  After the second match, Essex were two points behind Yorkshire, but a mighty ten points ahead of third placed Warwickshire.
On Sunday morning, we were up against Leicestershire.  Our team had changed slightly with Caroline W, Sarah, Paula and Viv Gillard being our ladies squad and Ben Barber playing at second singles and Joel moving up to first singles as Danny was suffering from a back injury.  Our singles players were on form and we went into the doubles 3-1 up.  Leicestershire had two singles players of roughly the same standard, so Ben had a tough opponent in Carl Jennings.  Ben played well, but couldn't quite get the better of the exceptionally tall Jennings. Good experience though.  Our men were, again, triumphant on the doubles court putting us 5-1 up.  The ladies' doubles were split with Caroline W and Sarah victorious at first doubles. We split the mixed with the husband and wife team of James and Paula winning the second mixed comfortably in two. Another 7-3! Elsewhere, Yorkshire gave Lancashire a 9-1 trouncing! 
The final table after weekend two looks like this: 

Yorkshire
48 
Essex

44 
Glasgow
33 
Warwickshire
30 
Surrey

30 
Hampshire
28 
Leicestershire
26 
Worcestershire
23 
Lancashire
22 
Bucks

16 

The next weekend is at Milton Keynes on the 5th and 6th of April.  We are playing Glasgow at 11am and Yorkshire at 3.30pm on the Saturday; and Warwickshire at 10.30am on the Sunday - a very strong weekend as these teams are currently in first, third and fourth positions in the table.

Karina Bryant
Team Manager

