
Essex 2
nd
 Team – ICC Division 2C.  

As the end of the season crept closer, Essex 2nds were at the top of their division two 
table with three matches left to play.  On 10 February, it was important for the team to 
secure at least a 10-5 victory against Bucks 3rds to achieve maximum points and hang 
on to a strong chance of winning the division.  At the start of the season, Essex had 
beaten Bucks at home 15-0, but expected stronger opposition at the away match.  

The match began with Ben Barber and Lee Scott taking one a piece in the men's singles 
with Lee winning his match in style 27-25 in the second set against Bucks' Mark 
Downie.  In the ladies singles, Sue Crompton, playing at number one, missed out in a 
hard fought game to one of Bucks' top juniors, Toni Blake, the 21-13, 21-15 scores not 
giving the game justice.  Unfortunately, Essex were without another regular singles 
player, so the rest of the ladies in the team discussed who was going to have the 
pleasure of playing second singles! As both Lynne Swan and Viv Gillard had each 
played a game of singles for the team in the past few seasons, it was only fair that 
Karina Bryant gave it a go. Even though she hadn't ventured onto a competitive singles 
court for Essex since her teens, it seemed that the body still remembered (although 
rather painfully) how to get round a singles court. Karina managed to win her game 
convincingly in straight sets, but was quite emphatic about the fact that this did not mean 
she should be picked to play singles again!            

Going into the level doubles at 2-games all, the ladies doubles pairings of Karina and 
Lynne; and Viv and Sue won all their games in straight sets.  In the men's doubles, the 
scratch pairing of Ian Smith and Daniel Chipperfield understandably took some time 
getting used to each other losing out in a very close game (22-20, 21-19) to Bucks' first 
pairing of Thomas McVey and Bruce Halliwell.  It all came together in the second game, 
which they won comfortably in straight sets.  The regular pairing of Danny Munro and 
Lee Scott were in fine form to take both their games in straight sets giving the team a 
welcome 9-3 lead going into the mixed doubles. 

With only one game required out of the three to be played (in order to achieve maximum 
points), the three mixed doubles pairings of Karina Bryant and Ian Smith; Lynne Swan 
and Daniel Chipperfield; and Viv Gillard and Ben Barber all won their games in straight 
sets.  Final score - a very satisfactory 12-3.   

 
Karina Bryant (Acting Team Manager) 
 
The match score sheet is attached. 
 



 

 


